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Florida Farm Bureau Receives New Horizon Award
Gainesville, Fla. – Florida Farm Bureau received the New Horizon Award at the American Farm Bureau’s 97th Annual Convention in Orlando earlier this week

The award recognized the Florida Farm Bureau for its innovation in developing a unique unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) training and certification program for high school students. 
The UAV program provides secondary students with the technical skills needed to manage UAVs in production agriculture and serves as a verified credential for agricultural employers. 

“We are excited to be recognized for our innovation in the UAV program,” said FFB President John Hoblick. “This award recognizes hard work from all our partners and supports our charge to enhance youth education and provide state-of-the-art technology to production agriculture.”

During the first half of the school year, students study the equipment, control mechanisms and the operation of UAV systems and the remainder of the year is spent on how to deploy these systems for the benefit of agricultural production. 
Graduates of the program will be able to make better decisions about the use of irrigation, nutrients and crop protection materials. High resolution cameras fitted on the vehicles will enable agronomists and certified crop advisors to make improvements in their services as well. Early projections suggest that farmers who adopt the technology can save up to 30 percent of their current production costs.  
The UAV program is a partnership with the Florida Department of Education and Embry Riddle Aeronautical University and is part of the Agricultural Educational Services and Technology (AEST) Corporation. 
AEST is an industry certification program developed by agriculturists for agriculturists. It includes six certification programs that have provided more than 2,000 agricultural students with an employer-recognized assessment.

In addition to the UAV program, students can gain exceptional skills in agritechnology, biotechnology, agricultural communications, agricultural mechanics and animal science.
In addition to the New Horizon Award, the Florida Farm Bureau received the Awards of Excellence for demonstrating outstanding achievements in six program areas: Education and Outreach, Leadership Development, Member Services, Membership Initiatives, Policy Development and Implementation and Public Relations and Communications.

Florida Farm Bureau, the state’s largest general agricultural organization, represents more than
144,000 member-families. We serve to enhance farm enterprise and improve rural communities.
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