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 As the session nears the halfway point, much of the legislative focus remains on the budget. Both 
the House and Senate are scheduled to hear their individual budgets on their respective floors next week.  
  
Small Farms 

Sen. Carey Baker, R-Eustis, has introduced legislation (SB 1900) to address some of the problems 
small farmers are having with local and state regulations and permits. This has been a very controversial 
bill, but it has highlighted some of the obstacles facing small farmers who want to sell directly to 
consumers or who are getting in the business for the first time. 
 The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS) opposes the original language in 
SB1900 and has asked Sen. Baker to strike his bill and insert statutory language giving small farmers 
representation on DACS’ Florida Food Safety and Food Defense Advisory Council.  They have also 
suggested language be included in the budgetary implementing bill that states: 
 “In recognition of the growing interest in the consumption of locally grown foods, (DACS) shall 
assess federal, state and local regulations that may affect small farms when introducing their agricultural 
products into commerce… It is the intent of the legislature to ensure protection of consumers from food 
borne illnesses while assisting the small farmer with commerce.” 
 As Sen. Baker has neither accepted not rejected these proposals at this time, the situation remains 
very fluid. Farm Bureau will continue to work with DACS and Sen. Baker to seek an agreement on this 
important issue. 
 
Truck Weights 
 On Wednesday, SB 2362, a Department of Transportation bill that included language allowing a 
ten percent tolerance for truck weights was heard in the Senate Transportation Committee. Sen. Arthenia 
Joyner, D-Tampa, offered an amendment to strike the tolerance language, which has an estimated revenue 
impact of $300 million for the reinforcement of bridges, from the bill. The amendment passed on a 4-3 
vote. 
 Those voting for the amendment (which Farm Bureau opposed) were Sens. Joyner; Lee 
Constantine, R-Altamonte Springs; Paula Dockery, R-Lakeland; and Gary Siplin, D-Orlando. Those 
voting against the amendment were Sens. Larcenia Bullard, D- Miami; Carey Baker, R-Eustis; and Mike 
Haridpolos, R-Melbourne. Sen. Andy Gardiner, R-Orlando, was absent from the meeting due to the birth 
of his daughter, Kathryn Lucille, that morning.  

The tolerance language is still in the House version of the bill. Farm Bureau will continue to work 
with other agricultural associations and the Florida Trucking Association to reinsert the language in the 
Senate bill at its next stop. 

 



Water/Springs Legislation 
Sen. Lee Constantine, R-Altamonte Springs, Chair of the Senate Environmental Preservation 

Committee, introduced SB 550 on Tuesday.  SB 550 is a 177-page bill which addresses all things related 
to water, including springs protection. 

Some of the highlights of the bill are explained below:  
 
• Restructuring the state’s current water law:  The bill restructures Chapter 373 and includes a 

new section dedicated to water supply.  
• Springs protection:  The bill designates an entire county or municipality in which a first or 

second magnitude spring is located as a springs protection zone.  In limited circumstances, a 
county or municipality may seek to have a specific geographic area exempted from the springs 
protection zone if they are able to demonstrate that activities within the area will not lead to a 
violation of numeric nutrient criteria for the springshed(s).  Agricultural operations in a county 
designated as a springs protection zone will be required to implement applicable best management 
practices to reduce nitrogen impacts upon groundwater.   

• Repeal of the delegation of permitting from the governing boards to the water management 
district executive director:  During the 2009 Legislative Session, a bill was signed into law 
authorizing the five water management district executive directors to issue consumptive use 
permits.  FFBF supported this legislation as an effort to simplify and streamline the water 
management districts’ permitting processes.  A provision in the current bill would prohibit the 
delegation of authority which was granted last session.  

• Monthly fees for onsite wastewater systems: The bill includes provisions which would allow 
local governments to collect a monthly fee for onsite wastewater systems for the purpose of 
monitoring and maintaining septic tanks.   

• Statewide stormwater rule: The bill requires the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP), in coordination with the water management districts, to develop a uniform 
statewide stormwater rule, which is consistent with the state’s strategy to reduce adverse effects of 
nutrients on water quality.   

• Numeric nutrient criteria: The bill would require the FDEP to submit to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) by August 16, 2010 all site specific numeric nutrient criteria, including: 
the methodology, planning list and development schedule.  If the EPA disapproves, revises or 
approves only in part the site specific numeric nutrient criteria, methodology, planning list or 
development schedule, then those numeric nutrient standards shall not be effective until ratified by 
the Legislature. This section of the bill would also require the Environmental Regulation 
Commission to adopt the appropriate water classifications or sub-classifications for manmade 
lakes, canals or ditches.   

 
This bill passed unanimously through the Senate Environmental Preservation Committee, but still 

must travel through the Governmental Oversight and Accountability, General Government Appropriations 
and Rules committees. Although there is no House companion to this bill, Farm Bureau will continue to 
monitor this legislation closely. 
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