
April 23, 2010
 
Week 8 

Next week is the final week of the 2010 legislative session. At this point, it appears that everything 

is on track for the session to end on schedule, on Friday, April 30. The final conference committees are 

meeting today to conclude their budget negotiations. Any unresolved issues will be sent to the 

Appropriations Chairs, Rep. David Rivera, R-Miami, and Sen. J.D. Alexander, R-Winter Haven. 

Mary Ann Gosa, director of governmental affairs for UF/IFAS, reports that IFAS’s budget 

completed the conference committee process in good shape. Farm Bureau appreciates the help of all our 

members who called legislators to encourage them to support needed funding for the school. 

As the eighth week of the session comes to a conclusion, Farm Bureau’s legislative priorities seem 

to be in very good position for passage. Below you will find summaries and updates on some of the issues 

that Farm Bureau is working on this year. 

 

Truck Weights 
The general transportation package, SB 2362 by Sen. Andy Gardiner, R-Orlando, and HB 1271 by 

Rep. Mike Horner, R- Kissimmee, includes a provision that would grant a 10 percent tolerance on 

allowable truck weights. Currently the House version limits the tolerance to trucks transporting 

agricultural products; the Senate’s version includes all commercial trucks. While the agricultural industry 

would benefit from either bill, we are hopeful that the final result will use the Senate language. 

SB 2362 has passed all its committees of reference and is now ready to be heard on the Senate 

Floor. HB 1271 is on the House Special Order Calendar for Friday, April 23. 

Farm Bureau supports. 

 

Greenbelt/Horticulture  
SB 2182 by Sen. J.D. Alexander, and HB 981 by Rep. Denise Grimsley, R-Sebring, contain 

provisions to protect agriculture’s Greenbelt classification when ag lands are put on the market and also to 

clarify the state’s tax laws on improvements and structures on agricultural land. 

The following language has been decided upon regarding the tax provision: 

Structures or improvements used for horticultural production, which are for frost and freeze 
protection and consistent with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer ServicesÕ interim measures 
or best management practices adopted pursuant to ss. 570.085 and 403.067(7)(c), shall be assessed 
pursuant to the methodology described in subparagraph 1. 
 To clarify an earlier report, Hillsborough County representatives have been instrumental in the 

development of this language and provision. Farm Bureau appreciates their encouragement and support. 

Both bills are on the calendar for their respective Floors. Farm Bureau supports. 

 



Tomato Food Safety 
SB 350 by Sen. Charlie Dean, R-Inverness, and HB 69 by Rep. Steve Crisafulli, R-Merrit Island, 

deals with food safety standards for producing, harvesting, packing and repacking tomatoes. This 

legislation has passed both the House and Senate and has been presented to the governor. The governor 

must act on the bill by Wednesday, April 28. 

Farm Bureau supports. 

 

General Ag Industry Bill  
The general ag industry bills, HB 7103 by Rep.Trudi Williams, R- Ft. Myers, and SB 2074 by 

Sen. Durell Peaden, R-Crestview, have continued to move along with little opposition. This legislation 

addresses issues such as duplication of regulation, nonresidential farm buildings, local business tax 

exemptions, burning agricultural plastics, farm tractor licenses and best management practices.  

Both bills have passed all their committees of reference and are ready to be heard on their 

respective Floors. SB 2074 is slated for second reading in the Senate on Friday, April 23.  

Farm Bureau supports. 

 

Agriculture  
 SB 382 by Sen. Charlie Dean and HB 1445 by Rep. Brian Nelson, R-Apopka, contain several 

provisions relating to agriculture. Some of the highlights include the following: 

! Provides rule-making authority to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to update 

the Model Ordinance for Florida-Friendly Fertilizer Use on Urban Landscapes; 

! Requires local governments in some areas to meet certain criteria prior to adopting additional or 

more stringent standards relating to the model ordinance;  

! Authorizes the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS) and DEP to develop 

and implement a general permit for pesticide application;  

! Grants DACS authority over the sale of commercial stock feed and commercial fertilizer in the 

state;  

! Amends the Florida Farm Winery program to recognize wine produced from agricultural products 

other than grapes;  
! Exempts tropical foliage from the provisions of the License and Bond law;  

! Clarifies that if a dealer in agricultural products fails, refuses or neglects to apply and qualify for a 

license renewal on or before its expiration date, a penalty shall apply. 

SB 382 is in Senate General Government Appropriations Committee. HB 1445 is on the House 

Calendar for Friday, April 23. 

Farm Bureau supports. 

 

Small Farms 
Sen. Dean’s SB 382 contains language adding members representing small farms on the Food 

Safety and Food Defense Advisory Council. Also, language was inserted in the budget implementation 

bill directing DACS to assess all the federal, state and local regulations that may affect small farms and 

their ability to succeed commercially. Additionally, the Advisory Council is directed to assess the food 

safety requirements for food permits that govern small farm facilities permitted as food establishments 

and make recommendations. Farm Bureau supports. 
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