Legislative Priorities

In the legislative process, issues and
priorities change rapidly as bills are
introduced and advocates weigh in. The
content of bills may also change as the
session progresses.

The Farm Bureau team is working to
pass legislation that supports our poli-
cies while protecting important
“watchdog” issues against attack.

Farm Bureau Day

Farm Bureau Day is the premier agri-
cultural event during the legislative ses-
sion. Join your fellow Farm Bureau
members at the legislative briefing din-
ner March 17 and the Gala Legislative
Reception March 18, 2008. Look for
details in FloridAgriculture magazine
and on our Web site,
http://FloridaFarmBureau.org.

Florida Farm Bureau President
John L. Hoblick

Join the Farm Bureau
Legislative Team

Members of Florida Farm Bureau’s Agricultural
Contact Team (FB-ACT) respond to Action
Alerts by contacting their elected officials to
support legislation favorable to agriculture.
Join the team! Contact the Agriculture Policy
Division by e-mail,
FlFarmBureauAgPolicyDivision@FFBF.org

or phone (352) 374-1544.

Receive “Ag Watch’ Weekly

Receive our “Ag Watch”
legislative newsletter each
Friday during the legisla-
tive session by e-mail,
fax or U.S. mail. Call
our legislative office
at (850) 222-2557
and ask to be
placed on our
“Ag Watch”
list. We will
need your name,
address, the county Farm
Bureau you belong to and how
you would like to receive “Ag
Watch.”

Florida Farm Bureau
PO Box 147030
Gainesville, FL 32614
Phone: (352) 378-8100
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¢ Florida’s springs are a critical compo-
nent of our natural resources and should be
individually assessed using sound science
to identify impacts to water quantity or
quality. Impairments should be addressed
utilizing existing regulatory tools.

(HB31, SB2078)

* Stormwater Assessment: Local govern-
ments should not be able to impose a tax or
fee on agricultural operations that have a
discharge permit or have implemented best
management practices for stormwater.
(HB761/SB2060)

* Water Management District Boards
should remain appointed positions. The
agriculture industry is a clear minority,
making up less than one percent of the
population. However, agriculture is one of
the largest water users. If water manage-
ment district boards were elected, the agri-
culture industry would likely cease to be
represented on these boards.

General Agriculture

* Nonresidential Farm Buildings: The
current exemption of nonresidential farm
buildings from building codes should be
expanded to include exemption from
impact fees and permits. (HB761/SB2060)

* Agricultural Lands and Practices Act:
We support expansion of the Act to include
prohibitions on the enforcement of any
ordinance, resolution, regulation, rule or
policy that prohibits, restricts or regulates
agricultural activities already regulated by
BMP or other regulations or entities.
(HB761/SB2060)

¢ Secondary Metal Theft: Penalties for theft
of copper wires from businesses should be
increased. (HB105/SB556)

* Surveyors: Penalties should be levied on sur-
veyors who damage agricultural lands or
fences.(HB789/SB2054)

¢ Agricultural Plastics: Regulations of DACS
and DEP governing the burning of certain agri-
cultural plastics should be made to conform.
(HB761/SB2060)

Taxes

Florida Farm Bureau supports the
Greenbelt law. We oppose attempts to change
the formula or requirements for Greenbelt
property tax assessments.

¢ Local Business Tax Exemption for
Companies: We support expanding the current
exemption for “natural persons” to include
companies and corporations engaging in agri-
culture. (HB761/SB2060)

¢ Sales Tax Exemption for Electricity Used
on Farms: We support expanding the exemp-
tion to include off-farm packing houses.
(HB135/SB394)

Energy

Alternative Energy Production: We support
legislation that encourages agriculturally based
energy production, including research and cost
assistance to producers to foster bio-energy
production, conservation and carbon sequestra-
tion.

Transportation

Agricultural and Forestry Machinery on
Roads: We support increasing allowable
widths or creating a blanket exemption for
moving all equipment used in production agri-
culture. (HB 1255/SB1946)

Immigration

Immigration is a national issue and
should be addressed at the federal level.

National Issues

Death Tax: We support permanent repeal of
the Federal Death Tax because of the devastat-
ing effect the tax can have when a family
member dies.

Access to Legal Workers: Maintaining a will-
ing, viable, legal workforce is especially
important to Florida producers, many of
whom depend on hand labor to harvest their
Crops.

Farm Bill: Congress must pass a farm bill
that recognizes the concerns of Florida pro-
ducers.

Alternative Energy: We support federal legis-
lation that encourages and supports develop-
ment of alternative fuel production from agri-
cultural sources.

“Watchdog” Issues

Florida Farm Bureau will oppose any leg-
islative attacks on:

* Private property rights

¢ Farm building code
exemptions

e Sales tax exemptions
for agriculture ' a

¢ Agricultural property tax
classification (“Greenbelt”)

* Overweight truck fine increases

* Budgets for UF/IFAS and FDACS




