
Application Form
Farm Bureau® Women’s Communications Boot Camp

Applications for this seminar must be submitted by a state Farm Bureau staff person.

Name of Applicant:_________________________________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ____________________________   E-mail:  _______________________________________________

State Farm Bureau Staff Person Submitting the Application:  _______________________________________

Applicant’s involvement in Farm Bureau at county, state and national levels:  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you want to participate in this seminar (list at least 2 reasons)? ______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you plan to use the skills gained to benefit Farm Bureau®? _________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

What experience do you have with public speaking, testifying, and/or working with the media?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Are you willing to conduct a follow-up activity within 3 months of completion of the seminar?  ______________

A registration fee of $200 is required.  Upon successful completion of a follow-up activity, $100 will be refunded.

Signature of Applicant:  _____________________________________   Date:  _____________

State FB Staff Signature:______________________________________  Date: _____________

Applications must be submitted to Farm Bureau Women’s Communications Boot Camp, 600 Maryland Ave, SW, Suite 1000W, 
Washington, DC 20024 by May 9, 2008 (e-mail: kimb@fb.org; fax: 202-406-3756).  All applicants will be notified of their status by 
May 30, and registration fees are due by June 27th.   Travel and lodging are the responsibility of the applicant.

Boot Camp
 Women’s Communications 

July 22-25, 2008 in Washington, DC.

Do you have a passion for communicating 
the agriculture story?

Do you enjoy working with the media?

Have you ever testified before lawmakers, or would you 
like to present testimony on behalf of agriculture?

If you answered yes to at least two of these questions, then you will want to apply to participate in the 
Farm Bureau® Women’s Communications Boot Camp, July 22-25, 2008 in Washington, DC.

This intensive training session will provide you with the skills needed to communicate for agriculture and 
Farm Bureau.  A maximum of 15 participants will be selected to participate in the Boot Camp.  
Participants will come prepared to give a brief speech on one of AFBF’s priority issues.  During the course 
of 2 ½ days, there will be sessions on public speaking, testifying, targeting your message and working 
with the media.  

Upon completion, each participant will be asked to use her communications skills in her community 
to speak out for agriculture.  Upon reporting on the follow-up, one-half of the registration fee will be 
refunded.

Applications must be signed by a state Farm Bureau staff person and be postmarked or e-mailed no later 
than May 9, 2008.



Tentative agenda
Farm Bureau Women’s Communications Boot Camp

Each participant is to come prepared on an agricultural issue or program from the list below:  

Animal Agriculture (Animal Care, Regulation of Manure – CERCLA & EPCRA)•	

Environment and Land Use (Air Quality and Climate Change, Clean Water Act Implementation) •	

Farm and Food Policy (2008 Farm Bill, Food Safety and Labeling)•	

International Trade (Expand Export Markets)•	

Labor and Immigration (Ensure a Legal Workforce for Agriculture)•	

Rural Development (Strengthen Rural Communities)•	

Tax Policy (Death Taxes, Renewable Energy Tax Incentives, Repeal of the Alternative Minimum Tax)•	

Transportation (Uniform Trucking Regulations)•	

July 22
6:00 – 7:00 pm	 Welcome reception, Holiday Inn Capitol

July 23 	
AFBF Office, 600 Maryland Avenue SW, Suite 1000W

9:00		  Welcome
		  Introductions
		  Review of Program
		
		  Challenge to Participants  -  Terry Gilbert, Chair, AFB Women’s Leadership Committee

10:00		  Individual presentations 
		  (3 minutes each) on a topic the presenter selected from those proposed
			 
11:15		  General Presentation Skills
				  
12:15 – 1:30	 Lunch and individual coaching sessions with playback of recorded presentations

1:30 – 2:30		 Addressing Misconceptions About Agriculture

2:30 – 2:45 	 Break

2:45 – 4:00		 He Said/She Said 
		   

4:00 – 5:00		 Media Training Basics
		  AFBF Public Relations Team

Evening		  Group Dinner 

July 24
Individual media training will be conducted throughout the day.  During that time, the following workshops 
will be held.  Participants will be given a schedule for their media training and should be aware that they will 
miss some part of the workshops.

8:30 – 10:00	 FBACT  - Communicating Your Message to the Hill 

10:00 – 10:15	 Break

10:15 – 11:45	 Targeting Your Message for Effective Communications

Noon – 1:00	 Lunch

1:15 – 2:45		 Testifying Before Lawmakers

2:45 – 3:00		 Break

3:00 – 4:30		 Public Speaking – Mastering the Preparation and Presentation

4:30 – 5:00		 Open Discussion

		  Participants draw their presentation format for the “Final Exam”
 		  (Public Speaking, Testifying, Media Interview)

Evening:  		  Dinner on your own/Prepare presentations
 

July 25
8:00 		  Breakfast 

8:45 – 10:15	 “The FINAL EXAM”

		  Each participant will give a four-five minute presentation on her chosen issue in the 
		  format from the previous day’s selection

10:15 – 10:30	 Break
			 
10:30 – 11:30	 Presentation Evaluations

11:45 – 12:45	 Lunch 
		
		  Challenge to Participants
	 	 Bob Stallman, President AFBF

12:45 – 1:15	 Graduation 
		  Presentation of Certificates
		  Photos
		  Closing Comments/Evaluations

1:15		  Adjourn

* A room block is held at the Holiday Inn Capitol, 550 C Street SW, Washington DC.  Further details will be
provided to those who are selected to participate in the Communications Boot Camp.


